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     The Texas Department of Housing and Community Affairs (TDHCA) and the Department of Aging and Disability Services (DADS) are working together to increase housing choices for persons with disabilities and further community integration.  As a Relocation Contractor, you currently help individuals in nursing facilities who need affordable, accessible and integrated housing to relocate back into the community.  This letter is to let you know of a potential opportunity to help households waiting for a Project Access voucher to access affordable housing while they are waiting for a Project Access voucher to become available.  In order for this opportunity to be successful, we will need the assistance of the Relocation Contractors.
     TDHCA is coordinating two of its housing programs that serve persons with disabilities: Project Access and HOME Tenant-Based Rental Assistance (TBRA).  The first program, Project Access, utilizes Section 8 Housing Choice Vouchers to assist low-income persons with disabilities to relocate from nursing facilities and other institutions to the community by providing access to non-temporary affordable housing vouchers.  The second program, HOME TBRA, provides temporary housing assistance to persons with disabilities by providing funds for rent and other expenses.
     Recently, the Project Access waitlist has increased, causing individuals who are otherwise prepared to leave a nursing facility to wait longer periods of time before they can access a voucher. Individuals on the Project Access waiting list may relocate from an institution using HOME TBRA and stay on HOME TBRA for up to five years, depending on their continued eligibility and available funding, or until their name comes up on the Project Access waiting list.  TDHCA is currently outreaching to HOME TBRA Administrators to identify those that may be interested in serving individuals on the Project Access waiting list.  If a HOME Administrator in your service area is interested in serving individuals on the Project Access waiting list, TBRA could be a housing resource for individuals you are assisting in nursing facilities until they are issued a Project Access voucher.
    Attached you will find a list of all TDHCA HOME Administrators with authority to access HOME TBRA funds in TDHCA’s Contract System.  These organizations will receive letters regarding this process to encourage them to consider serving those on the Project Access waiting list.   You may want to contact them to educate them as well about this population and their housing needs.

     Relocation Contractors will receive Technical Assistance to better understand how to:
1) Educate individuals in nursing facilities on the Project Access waiting list about HOME TBRA;
2) Assist nursing facility residents  in completing HOME TBRA applications;
3) Locate and open a dialogue with local HOME TBRA Administrators;
4) Assist individuals in locating a housing unit that qualifies for HOME TBRA and Project Access;
5) Work with HOME TBRA Administrators to complete HOME TBRA Self Sufficiency requirements. Because TBRA is a temporary program, participants must take steps to secure long-term housing once TBRA support ends. Many of these requirements may be satisfied through the regular relocation process and securing a Project Access voucher; and
6) Coordinate HOME TBRA Self Sufficiency activities with the applicant’s Service Coordinator; and
7) Communicate with TDHCA Section 8 Staff administering Project Access; and
8) Assist the individual receive a Project Access voucher once their name comes up on the waiting list.
     TDHCA is providing technical assistance in the form of instructional materials, conference calls, and other means to strengthen partnerships between Relocation Contractors and TBRA Administrators.
For more information on Project Access and TBRA, please visit:

· http://www.tdhca.state.tx.us/section-8/project-access/ 

· http://www.tdhca.state.tx.us/home-division/tbra.htm
If you are contacted by a local TBRA provider do not hesitate to contact:
Spencer Duran

Program Coordinator
Texas Department of Housing and Community Affairs

PO Box 13941

Austin, TX 78711-3941

Spencer.Duran@tdhca.state.tx.us

Office: 512.475.1784

Fax: 512.475.0070

