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~ROUND ROCK, TEXAS 

PURPOSE. R\SSION. PROSPERI1Y. 

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 
ALAN MCGRAW 

November 7, 2011 

J. Paul Oxer, Chairman 
TDHCA Boardmembers 
Tim Irvine, Executive Director 
Texas Department of Housing and Community Affairs 
221 East n" Street 
Austin, Texas 78701-2410 

Re: Definition of Central Business District in 2012 Qualified Application Plan 

Chairman Oxer, Boardmembers and Director Irvine, 

The 2012 Draft Qualified Allocation Plan currently defines a Central Business District ("CBD") as: 

The area designated by a city with a population of 50,000 or more as that city's Central 
Business District or Downtown Area which includes one or more commercial buildings of 
ten (10) stories or more. 

Round Rock's population is approximately 100,000 people. We have made great efforts to 
revitalize our CBD. We recently adopted a comprehensive Downtown Master Plan, the focus of which is 
to encourage development of businesses and supportive housing. CBD's provide a "place", or a 
destination, which help establish the essence of a community. The strategic use of low income housing 
tax credits could act as a compliment to the plan. 

A 10 story commercial building requirement for a community's CBD to meet TDHCA's definition 
will disqualify Round Rock, and I suspect a large majority of communities with populations between 
50,000 and 1 million. Many cities of this size likely have not allowed buildings of this height. For one, 
many CBD's are historical in nature, and taller buildings would have compromised the historical value of 
it. Additionally, cities would then be forced to acquire additional fire apparatus (quite expensive I might 
add) to successfully protect the building and its occupants. 

It is my hope that TDHCA will consider the reasons that medium sized communities with a CBD 
do not have 10 story buildings. When finalizing the definition for a CBD, I would encourage you to allow 
all communities with 50,000 residents and a defined CBD to fall within TDHCA's definition of a CBD. 

Sincerely, 

Alan McGraw 
Mayor 

City of Round Rock, 221 East Main Street, Round Rock, Texas 78664
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