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PROCEEDINGS

MS. BINGHAM: Good morning. Welcome to the May
21st meeting of the Governing Board of the Texas Department
of Housing and Community Affairs. We"ll call this meeting
to order, and | see our Board members, but let me do a roll
call just for everybody else that®"s on the phone.

Mr. Braden?

MR. BRADEN: Here.

MS. BINGHAM: Hello. Good morning.

Ms. Thomason?

MS. THOMASON: Here.

MS. BINGHAM: And Mr. Vasquez.

MR. VASQUEZ: Present.

MS. BINGHAM: Good morning. We have quorum to
do business today.

Bobby, would you lead us i1n the pledge?

MR. WILKINSON: Yes, ma“am. Members, please
remain seated.

(The Pledge of Allegiance and the Texas
Allegiance were recited.)

MS. BINGHAM: Thank you.

So June i1s Homeownership Month, and 1 think we
have a resolution to read.

MS. CANTU: Yes. We"re finding Michael Lyttle.

He will be reading that.
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MR. LYTTLE: Can you hear me now?

MS. CANTU: Yes, we can. Go ahead.

MR. LYTTLE: Okay. Awesome.

Well, good morning, everyone. Good morning,
Madam Chair, Mr. Wilkinson, Board members. Michael Lyttle,
TDHCA staff, reading a resolution.

"Whereas, June 2020 is Homeownership Month in
Texas;

"Whereas, the goal of the Texas Department of
Housing and Community Affairs (Department) is that all
Texans have access to safe and decent affordable housing;

"Whereas, i1t i1s the policy of the Department to
support equal housing opportunities in the administration
of 1ts homebuyer and homeownership programs and services;

"Whereas, since 1981, the Department has served
as the State’s housing finance agency, providing a choice
of mortgage products and services to meet the needs of low,
very low, and moderate-income homebuyers throughout the
State;

"Whereas, the Department offers a free online
homebuyer education tool, Texas Homebuyer U, and
administers funds to support the Texas Statewide Homebuyer
Education program to inform and prepare buyers for
successftul homeownership;

"Whereas, the Department applauds all those who
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work to achieve and maintain affordable, responsible
homeownership and recognizes those who provide services and
resources to all homebuyers regardless of race, color,
national origin, religion, sex, disability, or familial
status; and

"Whereas, the Department encourages Texans to
explore the numerous affordable home buyer resources
available during Homeownership Month and throughout the
year;

"Now, therefore, it iIs hereby resolved, that in
the pursuit of the goal of affordable homeownership
opportunities for all, the Governing Board of the Texas
Department of Housing and Community Affairs, does hereby
celebrate June 2020 as Homeownership Month In Texas and
encourages all Texas individuals and organizations, public
and private, to join and work together iIn this observance
of Homeownership Month.

"Signed this Twenty-First Day of May 2020."

MS. BINGHAM: Thank you, Michael.

Do we need to take action to recognize the
resolution?

MR. ECCLES: Generally that i1s what"s done.

MS. BINGHAM: Okay. We®"ll entertain a motion to
so resolve.

MR. BRADEN: So moved.
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MS. BINGHAM: Mr. Braden moves. Is there a

second?

MS. THOMASON: Second.

MS. BINGHAM: Ms. Thomason seconds.

IT there®s no further discussion, all those iIn
favor aye.

(A chorus of ayes.)

MS. BINGHAM: Opposed?

(No response.)

MS. BINGHAM: Great. Motion carries.

Thank you, Michael.

So we"ll move on to the consent agenda. So if
there are any items that anyone on the Board or anyone
wishes to move, table or move to an action item, that would
include any items for which there are public comments, let
us know. Otherwise, we will entertain a motion for the
consent agenda.

Are there any i1tems that anyone wishes to have
moved to the action section of the agenda?

MS. CANTU: Vice Chairwoman Bingham. This 1is
Naomi Cantu. |1 do show that people would like to comment
on agenda item 1(e), 1(f), as in Frank, 1(g), as in go, and
1(k), as in Kelly.

MS. BINGHAM: Okay. So it sounds like we have
public comment then on item 1(e), 1(f), 1(g) and 1(k).
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MS. CANTU: Yes, that is people who registered
and that i1s also what we"re getting in the questions box.

MS. BINGHAM: Great. Okay. Then we"ll
entertain a motion to approve the consent agenda with the
exception of items (e), (F), (g) and (k) that we"ll move to
the action agenda items.

Is there a motion to approve the consent agenda?

MS. THOMASON: Motion to approve.

MS. BINGHAM: Ms. Thomason makes a motion to
approve the consent agenda, removing those four i1tems to
the action agenda. 1Is there a second?

MR. VASQUEZ: Second.

MS. BINGHAM: Mr. Vasquez seconds.

Any further discussion?

(No response.)

MS. BINGHAM: All those in favor aye.

(A chorus of ayes.)

MS. BINGHAM: Opposed same sign.

(No response.)

MS. BINGHAM: Great. Motion carries on those.

Let"s go ahead and take those items iIn order. We
would first be ready for item 1(e). That"s presentation,
discussion and possible action regarding the adoption of an
agreed final order concerning Coppertree Village, Housing
Tax Credit 70131.
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MS. CANTU: Yes. We are looking for Mr. Pender
who 1 believe is doing a presentation on that. We will go
ahead to look for him to unmute him.

And Jeff, you are unmuted.

MR. PENDER: Yes, right. Do you want the
presentation now or when?

MS. BINGHAM: So Jeff. 1 think yes, the
presentation would be great, Jeff.

MR. PENDER: Okay. This is item 1(e), it"s
presentation, discussion and possible action regarding the
adoption of an agreed final order concerning Coppertree
Village. 1t"s an agreed final order between the Department
and the owners of Coppertree Village.

The property is managed by Preservation
Management, Inc. 1It"s a 322-unit development in Harris
County. An informal conference with the Enforcement
Committee was held on April 28, 2020.

The history of noncompliance of this property is
fairly simple. There®s two inspections that are discussed
in the text of the agreed final order. The first one was
in 2017, it was a UPCS inspection. All the violations have
been resolved after an informal conference notice was sent,
except for one that was described as extreme deterioration
of the exterior of the community center.

At the conference the owner produced a contract
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for the repairs to the Enforcement Committee. The
committee wanted to make sure that this didn"t fall off the
radar, but they tabled the item with the idea give them an
opportunity to get some of this work done and we"ll see In
the near future how far they"re getting along. However, iIn
subsequent talks with the owners, they indicated that they
were running into serious delays, they had gas and plumbing
leaks, there was a partial roof collapse and other i1tems to
delay the progress. So the committee just set an informal
conference for December 18.

In the meantime, another UPCS inspection had
been done on August 16, so that was included int eh call of
this December 18 meeting. At the conference the owner-®s
representatives had brought out the fact that despite these
problems the owner had been able to put on new roofs, do
exterior painting, they put in new flooring and repairs to
water and fire damaged units, they made corrections that
were necessary to pass a HUD REAC inspection, and the
property had faulty electrical transformers which they
managed to get fixed. And these transformers, by the way,
were a real source of complaints, obviously. 1°m sure the
tenants were not happy that they were having problems with
their electricity. And finally, they were able to make
some security improvements to the property.

As a result of that informal conference, an
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agreed final order in the amount of $10,000 was
recommended, $5,000 payable upon signing of the agreed
final order and another $5,000 was deferred if the
corrections were received by April 17, 2019. The owner
paid the initial $5,000 and at that time the former
management company was replaced with the one currently on
the property, Preservation Management, Inc. This happened
just before the corrective action due date. Consequently,
Preservation was not able to timely complete the corrective
action until October 4, 2019. As a consequence, the owner
paid the remaining $5,000. It was also represented to the
committee that Preservation®s regional operations are now
headquartered out of this property.

Then June 20, 2019 is the second i1nspection that
11l discuss and it"s the iInspection that resulted in this
agreed final order. Real quickly, all the violations have
been resolved, and again, not timely. The committee did
find that Preservation was much more responsive to
compliance and to the committee than the prior management
company. Accordingly, this committee i1s recommending a
$7,000 penalty.

MS. BINGHAM: Great. Thank you, Jeff.

MR. PENDER: Sure.

MS. BINGHAM: Do the Board members have any
questions of Jeff?

ON THE RECORD REPORTING
(512) 450-0342




© 0o N o o M~ W

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

15

MR. VASQUEZ: I have a question. So the current
status is that they"re compliant -- they"ve cured all
violations?

MR. PENDER: That"s correct.

MS. BINGHAM: Any other questions from the Board
members?

(No response.)

MS. BINGHAM: Before we hear comment, we"ll
entertain a motion on item 1(e)

MS. CANTU: We do have comments on item 1(e).

MS. BINGHAM: Naomi, we"re going to call for a
motion First and then we"ll hear public comment prior to
taking action.

MS. CANTU: Thank you. We will wait.

MR. BRADEN: 1°11 move to approve staff"s

recommendation.
MS. BINGHAM: |1 have a motion from Mr. Braden to
approve staff recommendation. 1Is there a second?

MR. VASQUEZ: 1I1*11 second, and look forward to
public comment.

MS. BINGHAM: Very good. 1 have a second from
Mr. Vasquez.

We"re ready for comment on item 1(e), Naomi.

MS. CANTU: Thank you. We have Elizabeth Roehm
and she would like to speak.
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Elizabeth, we"re going to unmute you.

MS. ROEHM: Hi there. Thank you for the
opportunity to speak today. My name is Elizabeth Roehm.
I"m a staff attorney at Texas Housers, speaking on agenda
item 1(e). While I"m for the item, 1 do want to talk about
what 1s going on at the property because 1 think there"s a
lot outside of this that needs to be addressed in some way.

The Board today is likely to approve a $7,000
fine for these past violations, as staff described, so |
won"t go into that. 1 do want to bring up that the purpose
of the LIHTC program is to create high quality affordable
housing and the current state of disrepailr at this
property, which was not addressed, should be an
embarrassment to the whole affordable housing community

The tenants are currently experiencing severe
mold, walls wet with condensation, some water leaks,
ceiling bulges, dishwashers infested with bugs. You"ll be
hearing from some tenants themselves In a moment. 1 know
that staff mention3ed that the property did pass a REAC
score recently, but even HUD has recognized that those
scores do not really indicate the safety and habitability
of a building, so these conditions are really untenable for
people.

TDHCA 1s, of course, not responsible for the
conditions at Coppertree Village but TDHCA does have the
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power to influence these LIHTC property owners through
various enforcement measures. And the tenants who are
actually living through these conditions day in and day
out, who personally experience the harm when the owner
delays beyond TDHCA"s own deadlines to remedy these
violations, they want to experience relief and to
experience their homes as healthy and safe places to be.

The owner of Coppertree Village should not be
given the benefit of the doubt as the order today will be
fining them only $7,000 of the possible $11,000 fine. |
don®t think that that would make a meaningful difference,
but 1 do want to note that they aren"t even being held to
account to that small sum that they could. For example, iIn
the Board materials today, even after TDHCA"s June 2019
inspection found extensive violations and gave the owner
three months to resolve them, the following are some
examples of things still not fixed after TDHCA®"s deadline:
ceilings bulging, stoves with three or four burners not
work, non-functioning dishwashers, damaged walls, corroded
faucets, et cetera.

So imagine all these violations in uninspected
apartments or that have arisen in the meantime that are not
being resolved. We"re sort of through this process
trusting an owner to resolve just these things that were
found in the iInspected apartments and knowing that that
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person Is not even -- or that owner as an entity is not
even resolving all those noted violations, imagine all the
things that were popping up In the meantime or the things
that were not noted and whether that owner could be trusted
to address those as well.

So beyond today®s agreed final order issuing a
small fine, I really hope to see TDHCA Board and staff
bring concerted discussion and effort to use whatever
authority it has to hold owners property managers
accountable for ongoing poor conditions, so meaningful
enforcement could look like strengthening debarment rules
for habitability issues, or finding ways to force rapid
amelioration of tenants®™ complaints who don"t have another
remedy.

So just to close, people are suffering iIn these
poor conditions. A small fine to the owner does not come
close to remedying what these people experiencing, and a
more robust system would be in place to ensure that all the
tenants In LIHTC properties have safe and healthy living
conditions.

Thank you so much.

MS. BINGHAM: Thank you, Elizabeth.

Do any of the Board members have any questions
for Elizabeth?

(No response.)
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MS. BINGHAM: Naomi, are there additional public
comments on 1tem 1(e)”?

MS. CANTU: 1(e), | don"t see anything in the
questions box, so 1f you would like to talk about 1(e),
please indicate if you will. We do have people pre-
registered. Jamie Wazaki, we"re looking for this person.
We do not see that person has logged in. And we also have
Mary McDonald, she registered to speak and we"re seeing if
they are there. Otherwise, please indicate that you would
like to speak. So Elizabeth Roehm is letting us know who
would like to speak. |If you could actually let us know
yourself 1f you would like to speak In the questions box,
that will help us call on people who are aware that they~"re
going to be called on. We have Gabrielle Bradford. We do
not see Gabrielle Bradford logged in. Ericka Bowman.

So, Elizabeth, 1f they only called In, we are
not going to be able to unmute them. They need to have had
registered for the Board meeting online. We also have
Ericka Bowman, Terry Nintu, Brittany Houston, and Laurissa
Palmer. Ericka Bowman is available?

Okay. Ms. Bowman, we"re going to go ahead and
unmute you and you can speak on this topic.

MS. BOWMAN: Are you able to hear me?

MS. CANTU: We can hear you.

MS. BOWMAN: Okay. Thank you so much. 1 was
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going back and forth with some of the tenants who are
saying they"re trying to get on because they"re on but
they“re not showing for some reason.

Thank you. My name i1s Ericka Bowman. 1 am a
community organizer for Texas Housers. 1 have been working
with the tenants over at Coppertree apartment complex over
a year and a half now.

I wanted to speak on the conditions that they"re
facing at this moment and have been facing for a while now.

It baffles me to hear that i1t"s being told that these
conditions have been fixed and repaired when I have seen
firsthand and have video and pictures of the conditions
that a lot of these families are living in at the current
moment. 1t"s really hard to even express. You actually
would have to be able to see some of the conditions.

Some of these families with children at home are
living with molded walls. A lot of them, most of them are
on some type of ailr respirators helping them to breathe,
most of them are affected in some kind of way, and they
have asthma. The water conditions there are completely
horrible. Tenants have to boil their water in order to
even use It to cook there. There is a constant sewage
spill that happens often. 1It"s been reported to
management. The city has also been notified multiple
times. So I"m unaware of how they"re able to wiggle
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themselves out of so many situations that have been called
to the attention of people in positions of power to be able
to do something about it. 1It"s really frustrating for me,
but you can only imagine the frustration for these families
that face these conditions.

On top of the mold and the iInfestation, the
sewage buildup, the ceiling actually coming in in a lot of
these apartment complexes, you see a lot of band-aiding
that happens. A lot of tenants have called Southwest
Housing. Southwest Housing immediately gets on the
management to come In and do something about it. They come
and they end up putting cardboard in some iInstances --
which we have videos and pictures -- and tape over i1t and
then paint over it and consider that to be remedied. They
come into properties and when mold is present and has come
through paint multiple times after i1t has been painted over
so many times, they come and they just paint over It again.

I"m here today -- 1 don"t have enough time to
really go into complete detail, but 1"m asking the Board to
please take Into consideration these voices that are
speaking to you today and asking you for help. And me
being there firsthand and seeing what management is not
doing and is constantly saying that they®re doing. Through
multiple inspections through Southwest Housing, also
through HUD, the conditions remain to be the same and
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nothing is being done to remedy it and put these families
in safe livable conditions.

Thank you.

MS. BINGHAM: Thank you, Ericka. Thank you for
sharing that information with us.

Do any of the Board members have any questions
for Ericka?

(No response.)

MS. BINGHAM: Naomi, is anybody else on the line
or teed up to comment on this 1tem?

MS. CANTU: I do not see anyone else who wishes
to speak on this 1tem iIn the questions box.

As a reminder, if you wish to speak on the item,
please Indicate so In the questions box so that we can make
sure you are there. And please, also, do not volunteer
other people to speak. We need to make sure that the
people that wish to speak indicate so themselves.

MS. BINGHAM: Great. In the meantime, can Jeff
Pender get back on the line?

MR. PENDER: Yes, 1"m here.

MS. BINGHAM: Hey, Jeff, so just a question. So
Elizabeth and Ericka did a great job speaking on behalf of
it sounds like some other folks that want to speak on this
item that may actually be residents. What would our
options be in terms of -- I know we have a very active
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monitoring department, and 1"m assuming that since this is
the second final agreed order that this development stays
on our radar. Are there any other options that we have?
I"m assuming that one option would be to recommend a higher
amount in the agreed final order, all the way up to the
$11,000. Anything else that the Board could instruct the
Department to do to continue to watch this development
closely?

MR. PENDER: Well, yeah, actually there is, and
I believe staff is already implementing this. 1t"s unusual
for Compliance to do this but they have now upped the UPCS
inspection schedule from, 1 believe 1t"s once every three
years -- I"m not really certain about that -- but now 1
know they"re doing them twice a year for this particular
property.

And 1 just want to mention | assure you that
staff shares the same frustration that was expressed by
Elizabeth and Ericka. 1t"s difficult to go out to these
properties and realizing that all they can do is inspect a
small sample of the problems out there and that"s all we
can do with this. The UPCS inspection standards are set at
a certain level to detect certain problems, and
unfortunately, that"s all we can do. Everybody needs to
understand that inspecting these isn"t going to guarantee a
perfect physical condition out there. It more or less
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tracks the physical condition of the sample and hopefully,
you know, that the property will continue to make repairs

necessary to pass UPCS inspections, but again, It"s just a
sampling. | didn"t want it to get lost there.

MS. BINGHAM: Does anybody have any questions
for Jeff?

MR. VASQUEZ: 1 have a question. So what kind of
coordination iIs going on with city inspectors and just
other groups, the fire marshal, and what-have-you? We"re
not the only one that carries a stick In the enforcement
here. Has staff reached out to some of these other

organizations to make sure they are staying on top of this?

MR. PENDER: 1 don"t have an answer to that
question. 1 don"t know 1If Compliance has. 1 know the
Enforcement Committee has not done that. | don"t know if

the two speakers, previous speakers, their organizations
have reached out. Apparently they have and not gotten much
of a response from them. But I do know that the
Enforcement Committee, it"s not part of their charge;
they“re pretty much not permitted to do that. So the
answer to your question is no, not to my knowledge.

MR. VASQUEZ: Well, it seems like something
should be done about that, and it sounds like they did make
some progress, but 1t also sounds like they have a long way
to go.
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MR. PENDER: Yeah, and what the commenters said
is true, but you have to keep in mind, like I said earlier,
we do a sample of these properties when we go out there and
there may be other units on the property that have much
worse conditions that we"re identifying, there may be units
out there that are perfectly fine. Again, we"re just
looking at a sample.

MR. WILKINSON: Patricia, can you get on and
speak about the compliance issues? Patricia Murphy?

MS. BINGHAM: Sorry, Bobby, what did you say?

MR. WILKINSON: 1"m asking for Patricia Murphy
to speak to compliance.

MS. CANTU: So Patricia is online. Let me see
1T we can make sure. There she is.

MS. MURPHY: Good morning. Can you hear me
okay?

MR. WILKINSON: Yes.

MS. MURPHY: Hi. Good morning. Yes, 1"m happy
to discuss this property and that this iIs a very, very
difficult property in our portfolio. As Jeff mentioned, we
have accelerated the inspection schedule from once every
three years to once every six months.

I have spoken with the Texas Housers about this
property and the Board did grant us a healthy contract for
outsourced inspections so we have the ability to either do
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100 percent of these units or if there are particular items
to be i1nspected in every unit -- like for example, 1t we
should look at the air conditioning in every unit, we could
do that. Also this i1s a problem right now because of the
Corona virus and we have halted inspections at this time
because of safety concerns for both the staff and the
residents.

While this particular property is certainly a
successful one for the Housing Tax Credit program, 1 would
like to note that this was funded in 1990 and at this time
the Department should be proud of the work that we"ve done
to make sure that there 1s an adequate rehab being done on
the property. We didn"t used to have minimum thresholds
for the dollar per unit that was being done and so while we
all agree this i1s not a great situation, it is extremely
unlikely that anything that we are funding now will be iIn
this condition iIn year 28 of its compliance period because
we have more thorough rehab that®"s being done, because we
have construction inspections and we have much better

oversight than we did at the beginning of this program.

In response to Mr. Vasquez®s question about
local inspection agencies, the reality is that many cities
do not inspect TDHCA-monitored properties because they also
have limited resources and they know that we go out and
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inspect. So that"s been my experience with a lot of local
agencies that they actually defer inspection of that to us.

There is another player in this property and
that 1s the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development. There is a Section 8 contract on this
property which is why 1t Is being inspected again in a REAC
inspection as well, and HUD does have a much bigger hammer
than we do for this particular development. This
development®s affordability period ends December 31, 2022,
and we will continue to monitor it as closely as we can
until that time.

Any other questions for me?

MR. VASQUEZ: Patricia, | understand that
smaller jurisdictions don"t necessarily have the resources
to go iInspect properties, so they rely on us, but this is
City of Houston we"re talking about. Right?

MS. MURPHY: Correct.

MR. VASQUEZ: They have departments, they have
the resources. Have we contacted the city council member
in charge of this area? |1"m sure that person would help
bring resources to bear on getting this straightened out.

MS. MURPHY: We have not.

MR. VASQUEZ: This thing needs more than just
our inspection once every six months and a little slap on
the hand here with a fine.
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MS. MURPHY: We kind of stay in our arena and do
our thing, and i1f you would like for us to reach out to the
City of Houston, we"re happy to do so, Mr. Vasquez.

MR. VASQUEZ: Please do.

And then to Bobby and just the team, you all
should feel comfortable that you don"t have to wait for the
Board to give you directives to go a little bit above and
beyond in pulling in other agencies around the state and
local. 1t shouldn™t have gotten to the Board before we
start hearing all this and have to really give you a little
urge to move forward.

MS. BINGHAM: Patricia, did | hear you say that
the Department has been -- 1 know you didn®"t say generous,
but that the Department basically gave you a budget that
allows you to step up monitoring on this development?

MS. MURPHY: Yes. We have an outsourced
contract to perform UPCS inspections so at this time we are
able to form accelerated inspections. You might recall
that the IRS and Treasury Department are planning on
expanding the number of units and files that must be
inspected and monitored. A lot of state agencies have kind
of pushed back on that and we’re hoping that they will
rethink the implementation of those monitoring
requirements. But at this time we do have available
resources to do this type of monitoring, to go every SiX
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months instead of every three years. If the IRS and the
Treasury Department implement these broader monitoring
requirements, obviously we"ll have to meet all of our
federal requirements before we will be able to go above and
beyond and do these type of inspections at Coppertree
Village. At this point we have plenty of resources to do
that kind of work which is why we are.

MS. BINGHAM: Great. 1 guess my thought was,
wow, SO as an agency that has to be stewards of our
resources, now we"re having to devote additional resources
to a property that®"s not -- at least by the comments that
we"ve heard today, it isn"t really maintaining its
commitment to its residents in terms of living conditions.

So that"s making me wonder a little bit about why we
haven®t gone ahead and gone the full deal on the final
agreed order, the $11,000, or whatever the max was. Not
that it needs to be a tit for tat, but my guess is we"re
expending considerable resources having to bird dog this
property, so just a thought there.

So what I heard was that Mr. Vasquez is strongly
encouraging the staff to take an active approach and maybe
in collaboration or in support of Texas Housers, or whoever
iIs advocating for the residents in addition to us, to make
sure that the City of Houston i1s aware also that there are
compliance issues.
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Are there any other suggestions from the board
members? We have a motion and a second on the table to
approve staff"s recommendation for the final agreed order.

(No response.)

MS. BINGHAM: Hearing none, so, Paul, we"ll just
tack on Leo"s recommendation to your motion. Is that
acceptable to you?

MR. BRADEN: Yes, but I don"t really want it to
be part of -- I don"t know if we need it for the motion.
Right? 1 think 1t"s sort of a beneficial kind of
cooperation and I would think that Texas Housers is already
probably doing that or would be the easiest entity to do
that, to reach out, as opposed to us doing it. | don"t
mind us coordinating with them or talking to them as well,
but 1"m not sure 1 wouldn"t even really make it part of my
motion.

MS. BINGHAM: Understood. Very good.

Any further discussion?

(No response.)

MS. CANTU: Madam Chairwoman?

MS. BINGHAM: Yes, Naomi.

MS. CANTU: We do have people wanting to speak
on this and I am seeing chatter in the questions box on
another agenda item because we have the city council
members and mayor who want to speak on another agenda item.
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I believe Beau has a suggestion about this.

Beau, do you want to step in here?

MR. ECCLES: Absolutely. We have three elected
officials who would like to speak, or at least two, on a
7(e) item. They were told that they could make their
presentation. They have a city council meeting that
actually starts in about ten minutes, so iIf we could
suspend this item and maybe allow for the hearing of that
testimony on the appeal of 20040 and 20041, Espero Austin,
I think that would at least allow the elected officials to
meet theilr next meeting, and then perhaps we could come
back to 1(e) with that motion pending.

MS. BINGHAM: Thank you, Beau.

So we will suspend final vote on i1tem 1(e), and
are honored to have the mayor and the council members on
the call and we"ll hear public comment from them as elected
officials. We"ll just take the public comment now for item
7(e), the mayor and the city council members that are in
the queue to speak.

MS. CANTU: Thank you Vice Chairwoman.

This is Naomi Cantu, moderator. We"re going to
go to Mayor Adler first, and Mayor Adler, if you could,
please let us know, of course, what city and what item on
7(e) you“"re speaking about. You are unmuted.

MAYOR ADLER: Okay. Great. Thank you.
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